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SIDSTED, BY AW. merecogcns oF Baths’ roam ke PEoMDT YER. 


25X1 l. General, The construction of the indictment and of the factusl 
pasis of the trial was so obviously artificial and false that it 
bordered on elumsines The trial hat such oe broad scope because 
it was ectually a steails for abealute power over the Party and 
the State beteen Goltuald and Sla ashy, an atterpt to fuctify the 
economia failure of the Commmist. rerime, and an anti-Semitic 
carzalen ordered by Loscow probably for reasons of international 
policy {israel v-the Arah. States), 


The politicel-economic aim of the trial was clearly evident from 
the course of the trial. For trial reasons, i.e. to prove the 
guilt of the carefully selected accused, it was necessary to pro- 
x ject this scope arainst a tackerrourd of treason, sabotnre, and 
: espioaace, This frarevork was unconvincing from the factual point 
of view, because it was based lareely on fictitious and purposely 
: distorted evidences Likewise fror the forral roint of view, the 
\ statements of the necused clive ne clear inpression of rerorigzed 
x and carefully prepared lectures, It can therefore be presumed 
that the wide nublicity riven to the sriel by the Pracne radio 
Will certainly fail to have the cesired effect on the rasses of 
the population w= on the contrary if prevides a rich source for 
anti-pronaranca ratorial. 


“ 


_ The reasons why such a trial was even staged (there had lone bean 
\ doubts that it would tcke plece} are nostly aretter of speculaas 
\tion, The eeonomic situation wos certainly one of the main rea]- 
sous, The acts of sahetara involving billions of Ozeeh Crovms, 
a wiieh the eceused annfes-ed, were to provite an excuse in the eyes 
‘ the Ozechoslovak wublic for the Aecline in the stawlard of 
Mang in Caschoslovakia and for the failure to fulfil the evar 
‘ing dJeraunés made or the Czechoslovak infustry by Poscow. The 
ination of Titeism was also un‘’oubtedly an important motive. 
“aan be no doubt that even meny ardent eens OE 
tsts (so-called nationalists) disarreed vith the chaneless 
eence of the Soviets in the intornal affairs of Gaede oe 
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vakia, and thet even tie Corrunict rank and file wore proving tired of 
the forcible imitetine of "rloving Soviet exarples”. The rereval of 
the Jewish element fror the leading positions in the Farty, eovernrent 


und adrinistration has long beon s part of Stalin's poliey, an’) vas pro- 


bably dictated by }-oscow. 


The surprisine factor, however, is that the trias clearly deronstrated 
to avery Crechosicval Corrunist thet the leadership of the Corrunist 
Parvy was in the hands of n-rsons whor the trial classified as scarps, 


t-aitore an’? sries, and that it en? been in their bands for toner years 


(in the case of sore of the ucevred, their activities are said to date 
back rany years before Jorle Var i), ar? that (urine this evtire pe- 
riod of tim: they enjoyed the enrfidence of vie Party and loscow, The 
entire trial, in my oninion, shovs the rublic that these hiph Party and 
poverrrent cfficiais extended their neferious activities throvehout the 
state ‘nto every seetor of publie life, whether economic, political, or 
military, Uror this voint cf view, the publication of details on the 


course of the trial wos obviously tet propipenia, while’: rurt necessari- | 
ly ereate disaprointrernt, ristrust, or even hopelessness c1orm: tie or~ 
dinary Corrurietr, and uncertainty and fear of the future arony tre Core 


runiet officicls, 


The initiation of the trial vas suiden, withur any previous not'ce. 

On 20 November 19527, at 07.00 hours, the Promue radio annourced Uiat 
e+ 09.00 hours on that cay, the rrocee lines seul) berin, In tie can 
be seen an element of precaution, an* it ean be presumed that other ex- 
tensive safety reasures were trken. The delay in’ the onenine of tie 
‘pial (one year hed elanse? since the arrert. of Séarsky) ean be attri- 


mited to several cirerrstancer. A lone neriot of tire must nave been ra- 


euvired for niecine torether tie material for whe friel to rake the pie- 
ees fit toretier and cive the impression of a eroath conspiracy arainst, 

the state, I+ rust have alsa taren the_aceused a-consissrable lenrth 
of time to merorige their confesrions 


“BDLIS Op 
lon na: bo na acrsicered, olarsky, for inrtence, shortly before his 
1 


7 
arrest, in July 1952, Mad received tie hichest Coremnict order. 


This trial is rerely the onerine of a serier of otver triais inveiving 
offeniers of a lawer caterory, This is anpirent since there vere a 

nuvber of witnesses at the trial, ant a nurber of offielels naned, who 
are under arrest. The lniter were either desirnated as “irect memners 


of the coneniratorial espionare center or as traitors, spies, saboteurs, 
ot boureacig nationalists. Apart from that, the accused thercélves tes 


tified tt they 2¢4 a lurea number of collaberaters of all caterories 
tp every sector of the Farty ar’ stote arporatus., 


The trial itself can be clacrified as the prentest to tale place in a 
Communist dominated ecuntry curing the past 16 years, i.e. since tha 


time of the Great Purre in the USSR (Zinovev, Tuthackevsky and their as~, 


sociates}, It is the rreatest not only in the number of accused, their 
position and significances ir the Party and state, but also in the ex 
tont of infinence which the trial hes and wild have on the internal 

structure of the Party, on its peneral. poliey, and on Cree %nslovak pub. 


\ lie opinion, whether pro-- or anti~-Cor~unist. 


{t is quite possible that this trial vas a necessary measure to precede 
Ye armounced Conpress of the Cormmist Party of Czevioslovekia, which ‘Vas 


\ be a cory of the peeant Conrress of the Cormunict Party of the 


WR, and at which a new eeneral policy of tre varty was to ve outlined. 


yw to the inaururation of this Conesress, the Party had to ce 
‘ed of all elements oproctne the Loscow line. . 


\ty within the Party, Fror the point of view of security within 


wantist Party, the trial prerents a very sad picture to the ore 
Sommnist, fie learns thot all these Corrurist lesders were of 
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“vurgeols origin, thet they vere not real Cormunists at all (rany of 
tian not even from the time they joined the Party), tat buey wor'ed 
arainst Party irterests, and that they had been betraying it for long 
years... 


ig a * Ae 
Clerentis’ release fror custody in :ranze 


um L940, tis trust that Fresident Lenes and other Czechorlovak poli- 
sieians shoved a prest interest in his release, This interest: was mine 
iy dictated. by the fact that Clerentis was a Slovak: intelle:tual and 
wen of letters, the, clanse which Clec-entis had to siren pri- 
or no his relense ‘cons ated of a: pledre to the er ce that we vould not 
ancuse in any politica’ activity on the soil’o* vraree, This was the 
usual forrula in such cases, one was not in amr my specifically adjust- 
ad te Clerentis' case. The testimony of Jireil, who anneare” beforn the 
Court as a Perrer rember of the Surete fationale @, ant he had ijlleredly 
been present at tie nevotiations «ith Clemortis, is “slse an? was pro- 
bahly extorted. It is tribe, hovever, that eae fell from the prace 
of Deseeaw follavine his release. Chis harvened because he cisopreed 
wit: the views held ty Loseow at that tire on. ie war betveen the Uest- 
ern Powers and Gorrany (the Soviet Union, at that tine novtral and pre- 
yarine to sign the well-known treaty with Cerrany, clissified *his war 
fis @ Sourreois affair which vould weaken the parties involved and ue ild 
tims assist the Soviet Union), and because he had alléwed himself to be 
‘reed from & hourreois prison by bourgeois pol: ticians'ond ‘wd uae 


tant tat ec to suffer for the Corrunist enuse, ane uy 
os 


the evitence arainst Slansity and RCiein about the beeinnine of tiecir 
collaboration with the Czechoslovak nolics in the first instance and: 
with the Gestapo in the second instance cives the imnression of posi~ 
tive fabrication. \ 


En the ease of those whe vere accused of becinrine wicir treasorable 
setivities in ngland, the facts ean be boiled down to the staterent 
that some of thar held positions in the official armratus of the proe 
visional Czechoslovak Covernment in London (feefka, Sling, Loeb}; 
there toey naturally carried out their of Picial duties, whether well 
or badly,.an? vhie the trial classifies as a crime. 

Ceminder, whom the indictment tried to deseribe as an imoostor of les 
sey importanes ar? an ci“ traiter, was niaced in Pracue a loscow ag 
& oiynifieant nerber of the Cerinform anc, while in power, poverned 
Caechoslovak policy, serecially “1 the intermtional field, from be. 
hind the scenes and in accor’anee with instructions fror Foseow. 


Al] the accused, 
one hundret per cent fembical Gormunists itier te 

their personal aspirations or to a deviation Prom Ata roneral line, 
end were then selected as sacrificial larbs for the failures of the 
recire. 


It muy be interesting to note the tone of hatred towards Denes which 
prevailed throurhout tie trial, while the nare of iasaryk, anart from 
one ceneral instance, was not rertioned at all, althouch this would 
naye been lerieal in connection vith Clenentis,. 

that the trial gave Bares a certninly undesired publicity crone the 
enti-Corrunist elenents of the Jrechoslava perulation, | 


EXT PU Te 
woth Re yo —“CSSCSdY 
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verted ite rareneration in 


and 


aieo touched on the subieet of the 
rore or 
z] in rerard te Slane 
ey appointed @ peeeti onary officers of high rank to hiph 
in the 4rayv, and that they intentional ‘ywoand sya@tera 
“2 the parping of the Paechoslovak 


cutee a : 
eek ¥ ALE LY} 
Reiein, and 


APSR gape: 
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I ieally 
Arry of Faseist elemoute 


E he roouler darseratice spirit, The 
accused predided pullty to 614 of the indie 


GH » 


1@ follewine officers were rentioned in the triol as beine resetierni~ 
rien, whe most prebably are now in prison: 


B., 


. oF 


Ba 


Generai dosef Bartile 


“eny General Bohumil Bocelk 


Sir Foree Lt, Dudvik Eudin 


ws 


Ganerak Sudelf Evlands 


remera Simon Degae 


General Cfaclav?) Drnec 
irecy General Karel Klapalek 


Lt, General feurdil Cnn) 


APE General Zdenek Nevalk 
BME General Joset’ Pavel 


or, 


it, Geroral frantisek Talaselk 


Army General Antonin Hasal: 


Sir Foree Genera] Karel Janougst 


dvmy Geneval Alois Liska 


General Frantisek Meraves 


% 


Div. General Weliedor Pita 


Pormeviy in Hinistry of Interior, 
asrested in February 1948, 


Former Chief of Steff, anearding 
to a reference in the trial ali 
reacy sentenced for treason and 
espionage. 


ia at assiprirent TTI Air Foeree 
HCC S at ras. , 


Assistant Devuty to the Chief of 
Genera obart. 
Forrer Chief of Staff, 


Former Chie? of Artillery in the 
Ministry of tation] Defense, 


Vorrey Corrander of the cirst Nilie 
tory Dist ict in Prasue., 


last assipmment unknowns after 1945 
ue a the nresidium of the 
intional Defence, 


the Seeond Fie 
Dero. 


ie 


Horr er Gor andar of 


te ict in 


tr 


. crment Commander of IY 
ong ati Orne. 


Tollowiry anti-corrunist officers were mentioned: 


Porrar elie of + 
of tne OF fiee of 
epuolie, a present in 


tae nm litary Section 
ene President of the 
the USA, 


Forver Cgecheslovak Air Vorce Com 
wander who ta in prison for attenpt- 
inmr to escape, 


° 


fn 


Porrar Cormrander of 
at present in Unrland. 
Vorrer ehief of Intel lirence, who es- 
eaned after the eoun d'etat. Ces 
iLimed oniy as heine ahief of the 
Earlond during the war 


Portver Deruty Chief of 


Staff who wae 
exeauted 
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Most of the hich-ranicine offieers mentioned in prracranph 18 acted as , 
fervent Bre orrunists following the coup A‘etat in 194°: reny of then 
hefore that ean be said that all of ther did se not fror conviction, 
but from of > and cereerien, All were ardent servants of the re~ 
celina, ALL a renoved from the 4rry lane before the arrest of Slane 
aky, witnia the seare of the purge of officers of hourreols origin and 
followers of Westorn doctrines, 


s interesting to note that the forrer Vintster of Uetionsl Sacuritc, 
jay Roprivi. has staeeeded in evading the doek an? that the respon~ 
ny aa tre Jack of vipllance and failvres of the seaurity organs 

2h1 on his feruty, Svah. fe had been deprived of his roast as Linister 

f National Seeurity, but reapreared shortly afterwards in a fairly hirh 
ae at the Linistry of Interior, It is prebeble that the victorious 

wine of the Communist Party is indebted to him for some important service, 
at is therefore possible that he will appear avain in the future in ~ 
sane key position in tne Farty or State, 


It is also interesting that there was no rention in the trial of Arry 

o joneral ladvik Syoheda, forrer Hinister of Mationel Defense, leter Depu- 
‘a Prime liinister and head of the State Office for Physical Training and: ‘ 
ep ort. He wes reroved from the Geverrent on 3 Septerber 1951, Although 
? about. tyiec in public ar A rarthirninont st same ralahyries 
tion, it is any isu s thet ho is destined tor oblivion ana liquidation. 


lonave Aocusations, In the ratter of eaespionire, i.¢. in the Ht iG 
ine ef seerst inforration to foreien Powers, the confessions of the ac- 


GAC) were weakest and fabrication was most arrarent. 


ig some cases, corweact with penpasertitives of. “estern Palares which tooir 


place in the Line of official duty, was considered as esnionare. This 


“Aimy eon: ‘erned Jlerentis and his repres sentatives (fenuties) London end 


fin fan, and their contacts with diplomats of the Vestern Powers; the sore 


alga apn ies to the representatives of tha Vinis stry of Foreien Trade 


Loab] and Margoliaas Reiein's contact with the Yuroslav lilitary atiache 
reior to tie Comiaforr's denoureiation of Tito os a traitor can likewise 


be considered. as an official contact. + Tite's Yuroslavia altorether played 


norte ore an the Rapes ail ware chatped with SOE ees ae with 


hat “they knew, or ahovld nave Inown at ‘that timo, that T ito was a tele 
oe te Conus. 


litte? thet he furnished inforration of an intellic ence pac 
3 ie. while the jJatter was hes) of the Cseehos slowalk Uilite: 


a. 


their reLadee 


LLONS Were ¥ a hostife, which is nat case of two pete 

sons who were ideole wacdily, ‘politically, and verronally antagonistic. 

itis possible that Slansky told Pika that he would rive him some infor- 
Core 


Negidee ae ac partisans, 1% is almost certain that Slansky ne~ 
seen dai orrati on. 


cony of Karkovsky with reference to the letter dnvitire Sidne sky 
to esnang to the Jest was not stressed in eitier the intictrent or the 
court proceedings. Jovevery.the in'erception of this let, Mes wos undonb- 
tedly one of the rajor faetogs leading to the arrest of Slansky. Gott- 
veld jeclared in.a eneech on .7 Jeserber 1951 thot "undeniah ie evidence 
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bovis thet he ashi ones csereyiodg oF ton Ueeresn | 
imine and vrerering theiesoape of Receif Clang'ey to 
the sare ecaceh Gottual’ adritted that cs late as 3 

sue povereren’ vas not yet ir pessescion of any conerete 
wing that Sloneke wis a direat enemy of the State, 


O7 The trial has certaialy eraated an ommortione situation for 
fefections, set only from the renks of antieComrunist e! arantes, birkh aller 

a of vhosa Corruniet infividualsa whe have sc fae nek been at. 
nuorze, moving thet sooner or Jeter ¢hey will be chosen as 
for some Corrunist failure or £21 vietdn to denouncia. 
iy,tals was borre in min’ by the authorities in Prrrus 
Tio stare the trial at tae end of Noverber, i.e, 2b a 
ve from Cros"cslovakia is made very «= 4iffieuls. if 
by the ener eare itions on the mountains at the border, 


a 
sek 2 
bli St Med A 
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The defection of Cormunict officials atvached to diclomatic missions in 
the Jestern Nations should likevise be rade easier as 2 resuii ot toe 
umial. Nach recall, each order for an official trip to Prame will be 
siterproted as a cipn of displeasure or rictirust ieacing to interrogation 
un? arrest. This will certainiy ancly even to those who are not auare of 
any transpression against tie rerire or the Party. Tyrical of this is the 
ease of Goldetuecker who armared 2s a vitress at too trial, Ue was Cue~ 
chosloval. linister to Israel wien he received an order trans) ine hin to 
Stockholm. ile was orferes to travel to his nev assienrert, via Peoeue, 
Unsuspectine, he was arrested In Pracue ns a Zionist ronster of Slens'y 
and CLerantis. , ; 


Shere can be no doubt that the Draconic sentences just, pessed by the 
+. - * 
Btate Court, an’ the murher of crrests which preceded an? which will cer 


vertainly follow th trial,will pervea, at lesst terporarity, to pro~ 
duee an intimidating ef"est on. ths romlsation., 


On the other hand. the trial pave a euctainly undesired (and basically 

incorrect ) _ Dieture ‘to the affert tiat esvionace, salbotare and 

other aetivities harmful to the Couumist recine in Crechostovakia 

nave been carried out on the hiehest levels of the Party and Stite an- 

raratue for a lone period of time -- wobserved and without punishment. 

“he eimple citizen must have the immre:rion that rothine rerains a se- 
4 


Go” tie Vest's nossihilities of in“iltration bend the scene of Geer o- 
slovak politieal an” eeonorie life. , 
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